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* CORNELL-DUBILIER ELECTRONICS
SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY

REGION: If L NPL: No

 ESTIMATED PROJECT COSTS: NA . - " OSC: Wilson-
INCIDENT CATEGORY: Active Production Faciity o S
START DATE:NA . o . COMPLETION DATE: N/A

* INCIDENT DESCRIPTION |

The Cornell-Dubilier Electronics Site ("Slte") is located at 333 Hamrlton Boulevard in South Plainfield, |
Middlesex County, New Jersey. The Site -occupies approximately 25 acres in an -

S |ndustnallcommercrallresrdential area. It is bordered by residential and commercial properties,

wetlands and the Bound Brook. Conrail railroad tracks cross the Bound Brook just north of the Site.

. .Other industries are scattered to the northeast and east of the Slte on the opposrte side of the
~Conrail tracks . : : . . '

itis estimated that 540 persons: resrde wﬂhm 0.25 mlles of the Site. The nearest resrdentlal homes

‘are located ‘on Hamilton Boulevard and Spicer Avenue within 200 feet of the: Srte The total
'populatlon estlmated to live within one mile of the Site is 8,700 persons ' ,

" Comell-Dubilier Electronlcs (ComeII~Dub|Iier) operated at the Site form 1936 to 1962 manufactunng

electronic parts and components, including capacitors. In addition, it is reported that Cornell-Dubilier
tested transformer cils for an unknown period of time and deposited polychiorinated biphenyl (PCB)

- contaminated matenals and other hazardous substances directly onto Site soils.
o The Site is currently known as the Hamilton lndustnal Park and is occupied. by 15 commercral_
. businesses. . Through the years dozens of compames have operated at the Site as tenants '
Currently the Site i is. unsecured : :

: MATERIALS

Sampllng conducted by EPA between June 1994 and July 1996 has revealed a wide vanety of
contaminants at the Site. Based on the available data, it appears as though the PCB aroclor-1254
is the most prevalent and significant contaminant present at the Site. It has been detected on-site
in soils, building interiors, and in surface water and sediment of the Bound Brook. 'Significantly
elevated levels of lead and cadmium are also present at a number.of locations. ‘A wide range of

~ polynuclear aromatic-hydrocarbons (PAH) and low levels of several organic solvents (i.e., 1,2-

dichloroethene and. trichloroethene), and other he§vy metals (chromium, silver, and arsenic) are also
present. The quantlty of contamlnated soils and sediments at the Slte is unknown.

Results of wrpe samples collected from the interiors of on—5|te bu1ld|ngs |nd|cate the presence of-

~ PCBs at concentratlons in excess of the Toxrc Substances Control Act (T SCA) Spill Cleanup Pollcy

The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) has reviewed the available

sampling data and concluded that PCBs are present at the Site at levels of public health concem. -
Chronic exposure to PCBs in surface soil presents a public health concern to on-site workers' and

others that frequent the Site. PCBs in the buildings pose a potential long-term health threat to

workers . : : - E A |
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"Workers, nelghbonng residents and animal may be exposed to hazardous substance found on-srte

Hrgh levels of hazardous substances in soils may migrate and further contamlnate the environment.

' ACTIONS

A removal site evaluation was completed for the Srte in January 1997 Based on the avallable
. .|nformat|on the Slte was determmed to be ellgible for a CERCLA Removal Actron )

On February 4, 1997 notice letters were |ssued to the current property owner and past

" owner/operator notifying them of their potential liability and requesting they respond rndlcatlng thelr
willingness to f inance or perform.the required removal actions.

Oon February 5, EPA and the ATSDR met with representatlves of thevl'BtorOugh of South Plainfi eld
Department of Health and The New Jersey Department of Health (NJDOH) to discuss threats .

assoclated with the Slte and the. roles of local, state and federal agencres

On February 13, the Mayor and Town Council of the Borough of South Plalnfeld were bnefed on the
results of EPA’s |nvest|gatlon and the status of EPA's enforcement efforts. '

On February 18, EPA ATSDR and the South Plainfield Health Department met with owners of
businesses that lease space at the Hamilton Industrial Park and held public availability sesslons for

employees of these businesses on February 20: Site contamination health concerns for on-site .
" . workers, and proposed actions to limit exposure to Site contammants were dlscussed at these‘

meetrngs

On February 20 EPA received responses from the two potentially responstble partres notlced for this
Site. The former operator expressed aninterest in negotiating an agreement with EPA for a removal,
actlon at the snte The response recelved from the property owner of the Site was madequate

H

~On March 3, EPA met with tenants of the Hamilton _Industrial Park, distributed facts sheets -
- descrlbmg EPA’s actrvrtles at the site and dlscussed plans for sample buildlng interiors for PCBs.

" On March 21 EPA sampled burldrng interiors at the Hamilton Industnal Park. Wipe samples were'
-collected from occupied areas and were analyzed for PCBs, lead and cadmlum

On March 25, 1997 a Unilateral Administrative Order (UAO) to stablllze the Site was lssued to
current property owner, ‘The Order requires the property owner take actions to limit access to areas
of known PCB contamination, limit the migration of contarinants off-site to the Bound Brook and
pave driveways and parklng areas within the industrial park.

On April 1, EPA met with resrdents and busrness ‘people in the commumty surroundlng the Site -

‘ dlscussed the planned removal action and distributed fact sheets

On April 4, EPA met wrth representatives of the City of South- Plalnf eld and two communlty groups -
. The planned removal action and commumty concerns were discussed at his meeting.

- On Apnl 7, in response to concems raised by commumty groups EPA over packed several large
. electrical components which were leaking oil and installed temporary fencing and wamlng srgns to

block access to a footpath that crosses contaminated areas of the Site.



- On April 17 a letter was received from the current property owner statrng that they agree to perform ‘
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the work specified in the UAO.

“On May 5 the property owner submitted a Site Operatlons Plan (SOP) for the work specif ed'in the .

Order. The SOP was madequate as submltted The property owner was. requrred to revise and

. resubmrt the SOP

On May 9, temporary fencrng and drarnage controls were installed by the property owner as rntenm .
measures to limit migration of contamrnants to the stream and control access to areas of highest
contamlnation :

On May 14 the results of the interior samplrng were released to the property owner and local and

~ state health agencies.

~On May 15, EPA ATSDR, South Plarnf eld Health Department and a representative of the prdperty

owner met with tenants and workers of the industrial park to drscuss the interior sampllng results

‘and the potentral health risk to WOrkers R _ o

on May 22, EPA met wrth potentlally responsrble partles to discuss response actions requrred to

address health threats associated with interior contamination. Both parties have expressed
willingness to enter into a consent order with EPA for remediation of contamlnated building mtenors '

- A consent order will be prepared for thrs work.

On June 3 EPA met with representatives of the South Plainfield Fire Department. - EPA

- recommended precautions to be taken to protect the health and .safety of fire fi ghters respondrng to

incidents at the Hamrlton Industrial Park

On June 5 and June 9 additronal samplrng was conducted to further characterrze the nature of
contamination in on-site buildings..

. On June 6 EPA met with communrty groups interested in the site, discussed their concerns and

provided them with information regarding technical outreach programs avarlable to. communrtres o
affected by hazardous substance contamrnation . . : :

On June 11 EPA approved the Slte Operations Plan (SOP) for the stabilrzatron removal action at -

the Site. Itis anticipated that construction will begrn in July 1997. The work approved in the SOP-
includes installation of ‘3000 feet of 6-foot chain link fence, 2900. feet of silt fence, paving
approxrmately 200,000 square feet of driveways and parkrng areas and. hydro seeding areas devord ,
of vegetatron j ‘

PRESENT STATUS

. EPA has rnrtrated a study to determine the impacts of contamination of the Bound Brook on human

health and the environment. Water, soil, sediment and fish samples were collected from the stream

- corridor 'during the week of June 16. These samples will be and analyzed for contaminants of
concern including PCBs. The goal of this study is to-provide the data necessary to evaluate the - -

threats to the public health and the environment. The analysis of samples collected of edible fish

‘'will be prioritized. Upon receipt of these results of these analysis, EPA will consult with ATSDR and

NJDOH to determine if the publrc should be advrsed against eating fish from waterways downstream
of the Site. : :
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'Samphng of resrdentlal propertles near the Hamllton Industnal Park was performed on June 27. The

purpose of this sampling is to determine if contaminants have migrated off-site to neighboring
residential areas. A total of 23 samples were collected from 20 properties. Following receipt of
analyhcal results ( in September) EPA will meet with individual property owners. )

'EPA is presently developmg nsk based interior cleanup Ievels for PCBs pnor to entering into
g .negotiations wnth potentlally responsrble parties for the remediatlon of contamlnated WOrkplaces

In an effort to comply with the UAO propoerty owner‘s contractor arrived on site dunng the week of
July 7 to initiate site paving. After being briefed on health and safety procedures that would have -
to be followed, the contractor refused to perform the work specified. The property owner has been
given until July 21 to provide EPA with the name of the new contractor and a schedule of work

K actlvrtres o . _ . ‘ o





